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I recently uploaded candy crush saga, which I deleted years ago to free up time to read- or so I told myself at the time. I don't remember much about the game at first, but it's easy to get: You can move some candies around until they pop; more are displayed, and so on. A lot of little candies have popped since the last
time I played. Blizzard's Activision (ticker: ATVI) King division recently released its 5,000th candy crush level. In May, Activision CEO Bobby Kotick said that over half a billion unique users have played the game since its launch in 2012. Candy Crush generates cash as well as new levels. Despite its age, it was the fifth
largest revenue generator in mobile gaming in the last quarter, according to Sensor Tower. In fact, just a decade since the launch of the smartphone, mobile gaming has become a big business. it is expected to generate $68.5 billion in revenue this year, according to Newzoo, or 45% of the global total gaming industry. It
has come out of nowhere to become, by far, the world's largest segment of gambling, says Macquarie Research analyst Benjamin Schachter. Games accounted for nearly three-quarters of all app store downloads in 2018, according to App Annie, which estimates it will make up 60% of all spending on mobile app stores
this year, up from 35% in 2013. Forgo, therefore, was tempted to dismiss Candy Crush and its counterparts as frivolous entertainment: King accounted for 32% of Activision's $3.2 billion in first-half revenue and 39% of its operating revenue. Last week, this column covered opportunities among console-focused game
stocks. But the mobile group has also rewarded investors who made timely purchases. Words with friends maker Zynga (ZNGA) and Angry Birds producer Rovio Entertainment (ROVIO. Finland) have both surpassed the S&P 500 index this year. This could continue, although small-cap stocks are likely to remain volatile.
When only one game disappoints or lingers, it's hard for these companies to hide. The amazing thing about the significant revenue of mobile gaming is that the apps themselves are usually free. Distributed through app stores such as Apple (AAPL) and Google, revenue is generated through ads or in-app purchases. You
have a device that everyone carries with them literally 24 hours a day, and can be used to access any game in a matter of seconds, Glu Mobile (GLUU) CEO Nick Earl tells Barron's. That's a dynamic we love. Among us-based mobile game shares, Glu—known for its Dash and Kim Kardashian: Hollywood may be the
most attractive. Glu's stock has fallen 42% in 2019, giving the company a market value of just $688 million. A series of mistakes, including the delay of a game licensed by Walt Disney (DIS), has given investors pause. The Earl of Glu insists that waiting for the Disney game - scheduled for early 2020 - will be worth it.
Looking for the game to deliver for a decade, à la Candy Crush. Same for a planned addition to Glu's Deer Hunter franchise. Glu. In July, Glu's Covet Fashion style game managed the best revenue day in its six-year history, says Earl. We believe the long-term viability of the [Disney] game massively outweighs the need
to make an artificial date, he says. Not all investors are convinced. The stock, at a recent $4.72, was trading about 13 times expected earnings forward, close to its five-year low. Zynga and Activision both fetch about 23 times. GLU is taking the right steps to begin to regain investor confidence, wrote Stephens analyst Jeff
Cohen, who has an overweight rating and a $7.75 price target for the stock, in mid-August. The company has planned a strong game for 2020 and will take a more conservative approach to coaching, which we believe sets the stage for them to return to a beat-and-raise story. Some factors could soon draw investors'
attention to the mobile gambling industry. One is the Apple Arcade, due later this fall, which will pack a library of mobile games across Apple devices for a flat monthly fee, with no in-app purchases or ads. Subscriptions are a trend worth watching, but they are unlikely to have much effect on the world of mobile games.
Candy Crush's most dedicated customers, after all, have never refused a stream of one-off payments. The most interesting wrinkle could be app store fees. Major digital companies, including Netflix (NFLX), Match.com (MDCH) and Spotify (SPOT), have publicly complained about commissions charged by Apple and
Google's app stores, which range around 30%. Fees are probably being considered, as part of the Justice Department's review of leading online market platforms. We continually invest in our showcase, developer tools, security processes, and trade offers to build the best possible market for the Android ecosystem, a
Google spokesperson told Barron in an email. Apple did not respond to our request for comment, but has previously noted that a full 84% of apps in the App Store pay nothing to Apple when you download or use the app. However, any move—voluntary or forced—to reduce fees for app stores will have a big impact on
the profitability of mobile game manufacturers. There are opportunities once in a lifetime where you can see structural margin improvements of 10 or 20 or 25 points, says Schachter. That just doesn't happen in any industry. And it still might not happen, of course. But for tech investors worried about the threat of
regulation, mobile games could be under the radar way to hedge against risk. Email: editors@barrons.com PC game has never been in a better place than it is today. Not only can you play effective games that span the entire history of PC play on modern machines, you can also get games at incredibly low prices. With
bundle deals, Steam sales and other extreme economies, most PC players have more games in their collection than they can ever hope to play. Computers can even play games from other platforms. On the other hand, what happens if you need you need games, but you do not want to spend a cent? The good news is
that there are many free or free-to-play (F2P) games on the computer. Of course, free PC games give you the ability to sand or pay real money, but if you're high on free time and low on cash, there's plenty of time to have. Games that are F2P are marked as such in the list below, so this is not a ranking list. So in no
particular order, here are ten games you can go to play right after reading this article. Warframe (F2P) Warframe is a free PC game that may not seem like it's particularly worth playing at first glance, but if you take the time to give it a chance, you'll find a game that's both incredibly interesting and fun to play. Today's
Warframe is almost a completely different game from the Warframe originally launched. The graphics have been refined, the game plays more abruptly and oodles of storytelling have been added to this strange ninja transhumanist world space. You are a Tenno, essentially a massively powerful cyborg ninja. The war
frame is your armor suit. Different warframes have different advantages, lending themselves to different roles and styles they play. If you like games like Destiny, which provides a kind of MMO experience, but with plenty of single-player RPG look-em-up, then Warframe is going to be right at your helm. The big difference
here is in how the game plays. It is a first-person game that pays plenty of attention to incredible flexibility and melee wrestling. You can cross levels like a ninja bat out of hell and playing next to an experienced warframe pilot can be jaw-dropping. The game also doesn't really tell you what to do or how to play. You can
decide what you want to achieve or which aspects are the most fun, and just focus on them. One drawback of Warframe is just how many small systems and statistics there are. It's frankly intimidating, but it turns out you don't have to master or understand every little thing to get most of the game. Star Trek Online (F2P)
There are so many Star Trek games, but there are very few good Star Trek games. Star Trek Online has matured into something that certainly falls on the good side of this franchise's video game history. At this point the MMO has been around for a decade, but it's much improved given how often developers update and
add to the content. Set after the movie Nemesis, the free PC game sees the Federation and Klingon Empire at war again. Added to this are the Romulans, Dominion and Borg, who all have their own goals and machinities. In this each player is the captain of their own ship, which you can check directly. You can also play
as your character for missions that occur on this scale. So you can get both ship-to-ship combat and on-site action. While the game had a mixed reaction when it first launched, it is now considered among the best Star Trek games ever made. Indeed, right now it's probably the best Star Trek game to get active So if you
have an itch to boldly go shoot some Klingon, this is the place to do it. Under a steel sky Unfortunately, it seems that the era of point-and-click adventure is long gone. At least as a basic AAA phenomenon. The good news is that you can go play one of the best examples of the genre at the moment in the form of Under a



Steel Sky. Originally released in 1994, this little gem is set in a dystopian cyberpunk future. The planet has been royally destroyed thanks to pollution and nuclear impacts. Under a Steel Sky is located in Australia, where six city-states are divided into Union and Corporation factions. Our hero is a man named Robert
Foster, who is the sole survivor of a helicopter crash in Outback. Raised by locals who find him, he becomes an expert in survival and engineering. That's how he creates his robot friend Joey. Joey is actually a chip that can take over various machine bodies, which is a chief engineer in the game. While the story is quite
dark, it is also well written and often humorous. With the scheduled release of sequel Beyond a Skiel Sky for 2019, now is the perfect time to experience one of the best classic PC games in history. Path of Exile Diablo II remains one of the most beloved action RPGs of all time, but Blizzard decided to go in a decidedly
different direction with the third game of the series. Diablo III remains one of our favorite titles, but there is one but one of a void left by the art-direction and character creation flexibility of Diablo II. In this vacuum, steps Path of Exile. It's a game that many people wish Diablo III had and if you're fond of the classic second
game giving PoE a go it's an absolute must. Most of the paid content is simply cosmetic and the overall art style and nails of the game that Diablo II atmosphere perfect. Shadow Warrior Classic Complete Before we go any further, the first thing you need to know is that Shadow Warrior is a shabby game full of naughty
things. If you're not a fan of corny one-liners, bad words, violence and the occasional bit of sexiness, then it's probably best to check out some of the other games on this list. Still here? Okay, Shadow Warrior didn't get as much attention as Duke Nukem 3D, which is built on the same machine, but it's every bit as good as
the other Crass 90s shooter franchise. You play Lo Wang, a walking Asian stereotype that dishes out over-the-top punishment to gangsters and monsters alike. The weapons offered to achieve this are quite large too. They include ninja stars, swords and many firearms. This is the original With its two extensions, the only
modifications for this free PC game that have been made are those that are necessary to get the game running on modern systems. There is another version known as Shadow Warrior Classic Redux. This will cost you a few dollars, but features remastered graphics and an overhaul. Frankly, the game is better
experienced in its original form. It's still as much nothing and fun as. As long as. You can even get some friends over and get some old-school multiplayer action going. Hearthstone Hearthstone is a card battling free PC game too in the vein of Magic: The Gathering. Each player builds a deck of cards with health and
attack statistics as well as special effects. The goal is to bring the other player's health to zero before you destroy yourself. You can put your cards on deck either to protect yourself, or attack the other player and their creatures. It's a simple idea on paper, but Hearthstone offers incredible complexity and depth. It's no
wonder the game has so quickly become an eSports base. While Hearthstone is very inspired by MTG, it benefits from being a digital-only card game. Using the deep Warcraft tradition, the game is streamlined to an incredible degree. While really serious players may find that spending their real money gets the decks
they want, casual players and those who have the time never need to spend a dime. Hearthstone is addictive, beautiful and a lot of fun. You can also play it on your phone or tablet when you're away from your PC with seamless online integration. StarCraft First off, this is not the remastered version of the original
StarCraft. You need to fork out a few dollars to get your hands on this game. No, this is the original game that took the world by storm and includes its amazing expansion, Brood War. The original StarCraft is still played today and has a strong following in countries like South Korea. The graphics have aged well, the
gameplay strategy in real time is still some of the best ever built, and the world and history stand up to modern control. StarCraft is in the distant future of space exploration, facing three factions between them in a battle for supremacy. StarCraft wrote the book about asymmetric RTS games and each faction plays in a
wildly different way. The free PC game is easy to learn but brutal to master. Every PC player should have this under the belt. Paladins Overwatch is another Blizzard Entertainment hit, but the entry price for this multiplayer-only shooter team is pretty heavy! So why not give the free-to-play Paladins a go? The similarities
between Overwatch and Paladins are largely coincidental. The basic game, art style and design decisions were made before anyone other than Blizzard knew about Overwatch. However, despite having more MOBA items, Paladins too scratches the same itch as Overwatch. That doesn't mean that Paladins feels quite
the same to play. It's definitely the its thing, but offers the same level of polish and fun as Overwatch without the original ticket price. The game provides some serious benefits to shell out some real money, but once you get to this point you'll be sure if your Paladins has grabbed enough to justify it. Alternatively, just
embrace the grind, you will need the practice! League of Legends/DOTA 2 This entry is somewhat cheating because in fact there are two games listed here. Here. League of Legends and DOTA 2 are pretty much like the Coke and Pepsi of the MOBA world. What's moba you're talking about? Well, Multiplayer Online
Battle Arenas is a relatively new type of game that got its start with the original Defense of the Ancients (DOTA). Which was in turn a mod for the rts warcraft III game. MOBAs are team-based games where players must use their various characters to defend their own base while trying to destroy the enemy base. It's an
incredibly tense kind of game and it's a mainstay of the eSports world. Between LoL and DOTA 2 is League which is most popular. However, not everyone is a fan of his community, art style and specific game mechanics. DOTA 2 was not free-to-play from the start, which may also have reduced its popularity. Now that
neither requires money in advance, you can dip your toes in both to see if it suits you. Apex Legends MOBA may have been the love of the gaming world for years, but these days it's all about the battle royale style of play. The two biggest names are fortnite and player unknown battlefields, but there are other developers
throwing their hats in the ring. These games feature a huge level with a large number of players dropped to fight each other. The last player standing gets the prize. Apex Legends is special in this arena thanks to its pedigree. Developed by Respawn Entertainment, it has many people who worked on critical aspects of
Call of Duty among its staff list. Respawn impressed the world with their titanfall games and Apex Legends located in the same universe without the title giant robot. Apex Legends brings amazing graphics and on-foot vertical transit gameplay from Titanfall to the battle royal world. Which means you get the same AAA
graphics and pulse-pounding shooting for no money down. Just make sure your computer is up to it. This.
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